


Answers Hurt Ray’s Story, 



Panel Believes 



(Cosmiaed fro® Page 1) 
away from the gas station at the time 

The testimoQy of the McFails followed 
tha t of a former employe of a laundry in 
AllanJta who pm Ray f under the alias Eric 
S. <5»lt> in Atlanta on April 1. 1968, when 
King I was there. 

Herwom statement came after Ray had 
boast^ that if the committee could show 
him lb Atlanta on that date, he would take 
full Responsibility for the King killing in 
front i of the nahonal television audience, 

Ray later claimed the woman was, mis- 
takeE^ the laundry ticket date somehow 
inacqurate. 

Furthermore, the committee produced 
evidence that while being held in London 
lawaiting extradition to the United States, 
Ray boasted to a Scotland Yard inspector 
lixat he killed King and expected it would 
mak^ him **a national hero ' The mspec- 
tor, ^exander Anthony Eist, told commit- 
tee investigators, 'There isn’t any doubt 
from jthe conversation that he told me that 
lie was admitting to me that he had done' 
■Sfae murder.” 

I Efal wbe retired two yem ago ttd 

I since has been found innacent cm charges 
plated to jewel robberies, said Ray ex- 
? a hatred of blacks. Ray said the 

' evidence “ . . is probably the most damag- 
‘ ing statement made against me. It is false.” 

Committee members are satisfied they 
bBdlt|a solid foundation last week for the 
' t^re^ weeks of public hearings in Novem- 
Hfer. 

like the other members, b^ves 
Anei^cans can be proud of what tiie com- 
: Bdtteje accomplish^ this weeL 

He I thinks investigators proved that S4 
mill ion and two years spent investigating 
were I worth it. 

Furihermore, Ford believes Idemphians 
Beedjleei no fecial guilt that King was 
ABitl&od in iheir city. He says the record 

will show it could have happened any- 
where. 

"Ml can see now that the actors in- 
volved in this were not from Memphis. 
Tennessee," Ford said. "This could have 
happened anywhere." 

Ford r^ers all Americauis to a doca&eut 
he made a pan of the committee record 
this ^eek — the staff report of all state- 
ment Ray has made since his arrest in 
June, 1968. through June 30 of this year 

Ford says it will show beyond doubt 
glantig contradictions in Ray’s testimony 
Ford| wants the public to write the US. 
Government Printing Office in Washing- 
ton to get a copy. 

Cbngress charged the committee with 
mvekigating three essential questions; 

wbo killed Dr. Martin Luther King Jr'^ 




Rep. Harold Ford 




Rep. Louis Stokes 



Did the killer act alone or was there a 
conspiracy’ How did the federal and state 
iDvestigatmg agencies perform their pbs ' 

November hearings will focus on the 
possible involvement of Ray’s famiiv in 
any conspiracy to kill King. 

Last week the committee tried to show 
that Ray easily coaid have finjtrwpd hj^ 
talking with loot from hank rob- 

beries after his escape fran the ifissouri 
State Pemtentiary in 1967. 

The committee did not prove that Ray 



robbed banks in the United States, onlv 
that he was near the scene of one at AIuhL 
m., after his prison escape, and that his 
* thumbprint was on a note given to a bank 
teUer in a London robbery following 
King’s murder. 

Ihe Hieory that Raj may have fyn^r^r^ 
his travel with bank robbery money is an 
xdd cme and one investigators will probe 
deeply in November. 

Not only was testimony last week a key 
to that direction, but also statements made 
by committee chairman Louis Stokes (D- 
Oiuo) on liay 4. 

Stokes said the committee has been 
questioning Riy's f amil y to fill in lost time 
gaps following Ray’s escape from prison on 
April 23, 1^, until Api^ 4, 1968. 

“John Ray, his brocher, and Carol (Ray) 
Pej^ier, his sister, are believed to have 
knowlalge erf his activities that would be 
of assistance to the committee, " Stokes 
said. 

Where did Ray get the be spent 

in 1968? The committee is probing wheth- 
er Ray’s travels might have been financed 
by robberies committed by his brothers, 
Jerry and John, and with his sister Carol 
as an acccacplice- 

Proof that used faaily Htoney to 
finance his trav^ would help destroy his 
long-held story that he was financed by 
’Raoul.’ 

Ray gave investigators no new clues 
about Raoul this past week — nolast name, 
no exact identification, no definite wit- 
ness who saw the two n^n together during 
their nine-month associatioiL 
Investigators believe the stage is now 
set to prove that Raoul never existed or 
that he may have been a member of Ray’s 
family 

Without Raoul — who Ray claims set 
him up to take blame for King’s mur- 
der — the conricted assassin would have 
little left of his original defense. 

John Ray and Carol Pepper were gub 
penned to a{^>ear before the committee in 
closed session on 17-18. John Ray’s 
memory failed him in some areas, which 
committee members said was an attempt to 
obstruct the inquiry. 

Stokes said if Carol Pepper or John Ray 
continued to ' assert a convenient lack of 
recollection,” the committee may have to 
seek civil contempt charges in the court. 

John Ray, 46, was released from the fed- 
eral penitentiary in Marion, ni., this 
spring. Since 1970 be had been serving an 
18-year term for being an accomplice in a 
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Memphis 



Morch 23 - April 1 — Roy stays m Ationta, 
where King has moved on to. Roy goes toj 
Sirminghom to purchase rifle Atorch 30, bvtf 
(returns to Aticmto. 



AprH 3-4 — Roy goes to Memphis where 
King is sloin April 4 * 



I Atlonts 



Miss. 



S«fmo 0 



Ala. 



Lq. 



New 

.OrlMnsl 



I Morch 21-22 Roy stops one day in Selmo, 
where Kir>g bos been in oreo, on woy to 
Birminghom the folbwing day 






Morch 1 8-20 — According to committee 
evidence Roy orrrves in New Orleons and " 
prepares to stotk King arotrnd Soolh. 




Trail Commitee Believes Ray Took In Stalking King 



bank robbery. Jobn Ray has been living m 
a St. Louis halfway house awaiting a final 
decision on his parole, ps parole, effec- 
itive Sept. 18, was announced on Friday 
Clarol Pepper is the wife of Aiben Pepper 
of St. Louis. 



t^esar oi wasningson, attorney : 
Jl<&n Ray and Carol Pepper, recently cc 
inented on the Stokes statement. 

‘'What he really is saying is that they 

(the raaButiee) y^ing fe t 

ttay s family provid^ him with the mot 
Which he used to travel aroimd the ca 
try between the time he escaped from i 
penitentiary and the time that 
fled ^ country after the King assassii 
non, Lesar oiid 



-^t seems qnite «ppar«3it that the thn 

ol this IS to try to limit any fhaancini? ol 
conspiracy to James Earl Ray and his fai 
ily members. My basic reaction is that il 
ail hogwash.” 



On May 10-11, Jerr>^ Ray Testified before 
the committee in dosed sessioiL He later 
told reporters he had been quiized about 
his own movements for the three months 
before the assassination and his communi- 
cations with his brother James Earl dur- 
ing this time. 

Jerry Ray said he met James Earl Ray 
three times during this period before the 
King murder. He said James Earl was in- 
voYv^ imh 'file m^erioiafe ^ioui in a 
smuggling scheibe during the time 

Jerry Ray said he was questioned “as an 
accessor}^’ who was not directly involved 
in the assassination. 

“They’re going over every statement I 
made to the press, ” he was quoted as say- 
ing. 

But Jerry Rsy said he had no prior 
knowledge or involvement in the King 
murder and he has asked for a lie dete^ 
test to prove it 




